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by Jo Duckles

A QUARTER of a million flowers 
will be planted to create a giant, 
empty,  cooking pot as a reminder 
to G8 leaders that 2013 could 
be the beginning of the end of 
hunger.
   Christians from the Oxford 
Diocese will be among thousands 
of people who will take ‘spinning 
flowers’ to fill the empty pot in 
Hyde Park during The Big IF on 
8 June - an event to kickstart  
Enough Food for Everyone IF’s 
10-day campaign in the lead up 
to the G8 summit. Others will be 
supporting the IF campaign in 
other ways, including a national 
fast.  
   The campaign is focused 
around David Cameron’s Hunger 
Summit on 8 June, his Tax and 
Transparency Summit on 15 
June and the G8 itself from 17 
to 18 June. IF calls for a fairer 
world through a clampdown 
on tax havens, support for 
poorer families to have adequate 
nutrition and to grow their own 
food, transparency and an end 
to land grabs. (See page 11 for a 
personal account of land grabs in 
Ethiopia.)
   Margaret Dykes runs a 
Traidcraft stall at Chalfont St 
Giles Church in Buckinghamshire. 
Margaret took part in 2005’s 
Make Poverty History 
demonstrations and was one 
of hundreds of campaigners 
who dressed in George Osborne 
suits before this year’s budget, 
for a publicity stunt in London 
calling on the Chancellor of 

the Exchequer to stick to 
Government commitments on aid 
and tax. 
   Margaret said: “I was involved 
in a Traidcraft campaign that 
was stopped because the UK 
Government cut the grant for it. 
As Christians and as humans I 
don’t think we have any choice 
but to care for those who supply 
us with goods and we should pay 
the right amount of money for 
our food. 
   “It’s not so much about what 
Fair Trade does for people, but 

about what the kind of trade that 
isn’t fair doesn’t do for them.”
   Margaret Brown, who worships 
at St Nicolas, Earley, is the 
Reading link person for the 
IF fast which takes place on 6 
June.  She said: “I am concerned 
a bout families and children going 
hungry and about the fact that 
there is so much excess food in 
some parts of the world and so 
much need in other parts of the 
world. When I heard about the 
fast I felt it was something I could 
do in a very small way to stand in 
solidarity with others.”

   Sue Brett, of St Luke’s, 
Maidenhead, was planning 
a youth event, with banner-
making, a meal and fruit and 
produce from other countries. 
She said: “I set up an independent 
food bank a couple of years ago. 
Food is a big issue for me and I 
have started a petition about how 
much food gets wasted. We have 

community meals for people who 
can’t always feed themselves and 
a breakfast club for children.”
   For more on the IF 
Campaign see www.
enoughfoodforeveryoneif.org 
and to find out more about our 
diocesan food campaign, linking 
food and spirituality, see www.
foodmatters.org.uk/

Join ‘The Big IF’ for an end to world hunger

Waving their spinning flowers are members of St James’ Church, Cowley, Oxford. Photo by KT Bruce
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22 News
Charlbury wins the first Youth and 
Child Friendly Church Award 

by Jo Duckles

MEMBERS of St Mary’s, 
Charlbury have been awarded the 
first Diocesan Youth and Child 
Friendly Church Award. The two-
tier award scheme was launched 
last year by Yvonne Morris, 
diocesan children’s adviser and 
Ian Macdonald, diocesan youth 
adviser. 
   “We are really excited about 
the Youth and Child Friendly 
Award. It is a great opportunity 
to look at how any church can 
be more welcoming to children, 
young people and families; as 
well as looking how to more 
fully engage with them,” said 
Yvonne. Churches first look 
at the ‘Welcome’ they offer. 
They next move on to the Good 
News award, which is presented 
after the church explores how 
it engages young people in the 
living faith community of their 
local church.
   The Revd Jan Fielden, of St 
Mary’s, said: “Our children and 
young people’s leaders work so 
hard they are just amazing. We 
cater for crèche age children 
right through to when they go 
to university. Some of them 
have been in post for years and 
it’s amazing how they give their 

time to the church.” She said the 
church has been encouraging 
congregation members to find 
out the names of two children 
each week and make a point of 
talking to them.  JAM (Jesus and 
Me) is the Sunday morning group 
for older children and teenagers. 

‘...any church can 
be more welcoming 
to children, young 
people and families’  

David Nicholls, who works with 
JAM said the process had helped 
identify new opportunities: “We 
recognised, for example, a need 
to look more closely at our work 
amongst children with special 
and additional needs. And that 
was very timely - Jan, Christine 
and I recently attended the ‘All 
Inclusive’ training evening at 
Diocesan Church House, which 
gave us a lot of food for thought 
as we explore this area further.” 
   As well as the various youth 
groups, mothers and toddlers 
meet at the Font Café, which 
recently re-opened after it was 
damaged by fire last year. The 
Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd 

Colin Fletcher, recently visited 
the café.
   Christine Pierce, a teaching 
assistant, has run the Sunday 
Club for children aged three 
to eight for 30 years, said: “It’s 
really great that it has been 
acknowledged and recognised 
that we do welcome children and 
families at St Mary’s. We moved 
here in 1980 when my daughter 
was a toddler. I started to help in 
the crèche and quite soon after 

I started helping with the older 
children. Apart from a few short 
breaks like when I had my son, I 
have been doing it ever since.
   John Clifford has run You are 
Only Young Once, (YO YO) for 10 
to 14-year-olds for 15 years. The 
group recently had a bell ringing 
mystery with a ‘kidnapping 
victim’ locked in the bell tower 
and a safari meal, with different 
courses at different people’s 
houses. John said: “The number 

of members varies. At the 
moment we have 10 and two of 
them regularly come to church.”
   Ian added: “It was exciting 
to hear how much the process 
of going for the award helped 
Charlbury to look with fresh eyes 
at their engagement with children 
and young people.” 
   To find out more about the 
awards scheme call Carolyn Main 
on 01865 208257.

Celebrating the award are children and youth and children’s 
leaders with Yvonne Morris and Ian Macdonald. Photo: KT Bruce

Bishop John wins the great Bishops’ Bake Off 

THE Bishop of Oxford’s bread 
making skills won him a 
victory against the Bishop of 
Buckingham during an awareness 
raising Christian Aid bake-off.     
   The Rt Revd John Pritchard, 
working with his Chaplain, the 
Revd Dr Amanda Bloor, made a 
delicious loaf of bread which was 
devoured by children during the 
event at Marlborough School, 
Woodstock. 
   Amanda said: “I was so 
determined we were going to win 
this. It was a brilliant day. The 
children were really engaged with 
the presentation from Christian 
Aid, with the message that it is 
a scandal that so many people 
are having to go hungry. The 
bread making was fun and the 
bishops enjoyed the element of 
competition.”   

   Bishop John said: “Bread is 
such a simple, staple food for us, 
but for many people even the 
basics are in short supply, leaving 
people  hungry day after day. 
Through its partners, Christian 
Aid is working hard to change 
this reality for poor and hungry 
communities across the world.” 
   Bishop Alan said: “Bread is a 
simple essential for life, and I’m 
really shocked to think that 870 
million people will end today 
in hunger. I hope and pray this 
year’s Christian Aid week will 
bring together Christians and 
others all over the country to 
turn this state of affairs around. 
It was great fun to be part of 
this movement for change at 
Marlborough School with Bishop 
John this year — and as for the 
result, 2014 is another year!”

Yum yum, Bishops John and Alan and judges Matt 
and Fiona tuck in to their loaves. Photo by KT Bruce.

Pilgrimage 
celebrates Newman
WHILE John Henry Newman’s 
connections with Oxford are well 
known, there is less awareness 
of his associations with north 
Oxfordshire.  
   On Wednesday 23 June 1824, 
at Over Worton, Newman 
preached his first sermon and 
in the following year he gave his 
first public address at a Church 
Mission Society meeting at 
Deddington. On one occasion 
Newman walked 18 miles to Over 
Worton from Oxford, starting at 
4am and arriving ‘punctually at 
the breakfast table’, as he put it.
   A pilgrimage will take place on 
on Saturday 22 June, starting 
at 9am at Oxford’s University 
Church. The first day will end at 
Freeland where accommodation 
has been booked at the Poor 
Clares’ Guesthouse. 
   On the Sunday the pilgrimage 
will go through North Leigh, 
Finstock (where T.S.Eliot was 
baptized and Barbara Pym 
lived), Fawler, Ditchley Park, 
Kiddington, Radford and Great 
Tew, reaching Over Worton 
for a service by the Bishop of 
Oxford at 7.30pm.  It will close 
in Deddington at about 9.00pm, 
with prayers and refreshments.    
   Full details are available at 
www.newmanpilgrimage.org. 
Contact the Revd Dr Hugh White 
(vicarhugo@gmail.com) for more 
information or if you would 
like to join for all or part of the 
pilgrimage. 

Shrivenham School steps back in time 
CHILDREN from Shrivenham CE 
Primary School were transported 
back to a time when pupils sat in 
regimented rows and wrote on 
slates.   
   The trips to a Victorian school 
were part of ongoing 150th 
birthday celebrations at the 
school. 
   Frank Venables, Diocesan 
Foundation Governor, has 
written a book on the school that 
is due for publication in June.    
   Shrivenham is best known 
for being the home of the Royal 
Military College of Science, 
now incorporated into the UK 
Defence Academy. Women from 
the Academy are making a quilt 
comprising children’s handprints 
that will hang in the school hall. 

    A special flower bed 
commemorating the event is to 
be produced during the school 
holidays and a sculpture is 
being commissioned as a lasting 
memorial of the occasion. 
    The Bishop of Reading, the 
Rt Revd Andrew Proud, will be 
at a special family service at St 
Andrew’s Church on Sunday, 8 
September and during the week 
there will be other activities, 
including a Victorian Day, a 
Victorian fete and St Andrew’s 
tower team will ring a special 
peal. On the Saturday evening 
there will be a party for adult 
villagers and past pupils in 
the Memorial Hall. For more 
information contact Jane 
Venables on 01793 783803.

Your new-look Door
YOU’LL no doubt notice the Door  has had a make-over. From 
time-to-time upgrades in software mean we have to make 
changes to our templates, which gives us the opportunity to 
refresh the layout.
   New features include a pull-out Prayer supplement, including 
the Prayer Diary, and the Around the Deaneries page (see page 
five).
   We still want to hear your stories and would welcome 
your views on the new format. Call 01865 208227 or email 
jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org   

Competition winner
THE winner of the competition from the May issue of the Door is 
Linda Bartlett from Newton Longville, Bucks. She has won a pair 
of tickets to Waddesdon Manor House and Gardens.
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Book reviews
A brilliant book about a brilliant professor

by Bruce Gillingham

This is a brilliant book, about a 
brilliant professor by a brilliant 
professor. It sparkles with 
historical detail.  It shines shafts 

of clear light into a complex story. It 
illuminates the way of faith along the path 
of pain.
   This is a timely book, marking the 50th 
anniversary of the death of Clive Staples 
Lewis in November 1963, on the same 
day that John F Kennedy died. Lewis has 
been celebrated and lionized on both sides 
of the Atlantic but here is an honest and 
unflinching account of a real life, not the 
projection of our imagination.  
   This is an ordered book, carefully laid out 
in chronological stages. For me, five clear 
themes emerged as I came to appreciate 
Lewis the man:
   A life lived alone (personal life).  He 
had his own family, another family, and 
many friends, but he felt he was alone 
after his mother died.  A life of reason and 
imagination (literary life).  He integrated 
the evidence of the mind with the creativity 
of another world. A life journey experienced 
as battle (psychological life).  The outer 
conflicts of the two world wars were echoed 
in the inner struggles of security and 
identity. A life testing faith (spiritual life).  
The apologetic challenges with unbelief lead 
to a deeper refining when tested against 

experience.
   A life confronting death (real life).  The 
loss of his mother shattered the order of 
his world, and the loss of his wife shook his 
rational faith.
   This is a fascinating book. There are 
five exciting new insights on Lewis here: 
about his dealing with pain; the date of 
his conversion to theism; the reasons why 
naturalism is inadequate; the best order 
to read the seven books of Narnia; and the 
way grief deepens or destroys faith.

“Whenever you are 
fed up with life, start 
writing.”

   This is a provocative book. I would like 
to change one letter in this book. Joy 
Davidman not only helped Lewis to retain 
his passion and motivation for writing.  She 
helped him regain it. His paradise was lost.
   But Lewis should have the last word.  
“Whenever you are fed up with life, start 
writing: ink is the great cure of all human 
ills as I have found out long ago.” And this is 
ink well spilled for Inklings.
   The Revd Canon Bruce Gillingham is the 
Rector of St Clement’s Church, Oxford and the 
Area Dean for Cowley. Read more news from 
the Cowley Deanery, including information on 
the C.S. Lewis Festival in September on page 5.

CS Lewis A Life. 
Eccentric genius, 
reluctant prophet.
Alistair McGrath
Hodder and 
Stoughton £20

Win a copy 
The Door has three copies of CS Lewis, A 

Life to give away. To be in with a chance 
of winning simply answer the following 
question: In which Oxford churchyard is 
CS Lewis buried? 
Send your answers to CS Lewis 

Competition, the Door, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 
0NB. The closing date for entries is  
Friday 14 June.

A radically Christ centred life?

by Maranda St John Nicolle

What does it mean to follow 
Christ? How should a 
Christian live? 
Of all the works that have 

emerged in response to these questions, 
one of the most influential is The 
Imitation of Christ generally attributed to 
Thomas a Kempis.
   The Imitation of Christ is a challenging 
book. Its author drew inspiration from 
the Devotio Moderna, the reform 
movement whose founders sought to turn 
away from the speculative theological 
discussions and perceived moral laxity of 
the 13th and 14th centuries.  
   His spirituality involves a firm choice 
to leave behind all things that might be 
perceived as distractions to focus single-
mindedly on devotion and obedience to 
the God whose love, goodness and grace 
he desires to know more fully.
   Scripture and the spiritual traditions 
of the church fathers and religious 
movements permeate all aspects of 
his text. Prayer, self-discipline, self-
examination, silent contemplation, 
simplicity of life, devotion to the 
sacraments and humility are predominant 
themes – and he returns frequently to 
Christ’s poverty, humility and openness 
to suffering for love of humanity as 
models for our own lives.
   A reader may – well, this one did – wish 
that there were more acknowledgements 
of the ways God’s love and redemptive 
power can be expressed in and through 

creation and human relationships . The  
exhortations to absolute self-abasement 
could also be unhelpful for some people in 
vulnerable situations. 
   But I (like so many across the centuries) 
need this book. At a time when 
distractions flow in from all sides, and I 
struggle to centre my thoughts on Christ 
… when it’s all too easy to buy into the 
message that “the devices and desires of 
our own hearts” and “getting on” are the 
most sensible prompts for action and 
“standing up for yourself” is a necessity in 
even the most trivial disputes, this gentle, 
humble voice calls me back to the still 
centre and Christ’s promise of peace and 
joy to those who single-mindedly follow 
His paths.  And it challenges me: what 
do I need to give up – and what do I need 
to take up — to live a radically Christ-
centred life? 
   Max von Habsburg’s introduction 
gives an excellent account of the text’s  
reception, discussing the responses of a 
range of Christian spiritual writers and 
leaders, from Thomas More to Thomas 
Merton, early Protestant reformers to 
John Wesley. Robert Jeffery’s prose is 
clear, stays faithful to the original text 
while also feeling contemporary, and 
successfully conveys the spiritual concepts 
being presented. Readers are given a very 
helpful  guide to Thomas à Kempis’s use 
of some key terms and, within the text, 
signpostings to Biblical references.     
   Occasionally one might disagree with 
the choice of a translated word or a 
reference, but one’s primary feeling is 
simply one of gratitude, to the author, 
the translator, and the writer of the 
introduction. And, Thomas à Kempis 
would no doubt have pointed out, to 
the God whose gracious goodness they 
describe. 
   Maranda St John Nicolle is Diocesan World 
Development Adviser. The Very Revd Robert 
Jeffery is a former Sub Dean of Christ 
Church, Oxford. 

The Imitation of 
Christ
Thomas à Kempis, 
translated by Robert 
Jeffery.
Penguin Classics £9.99

‘As much as you need’ at Kirchentag 2013
by Tony Dickinson

GOD’S gift of manna provided 
the backdrop to this international 
festival. So did continuing 
conflict in Syria, the Eurozone 
crisis and the threat from 
extremist groups.  Nine people 
from this diocese and a similar 
number from our twin diocese 
of Växjö were among 120,000 
participants in the five day event 
in Hamburg.
   There were tears – not least at 
Thursday’s Bible study as Bishop 
Stephen Bouman described his 
experience as a pastor in New 
York City during the days after 
9/11.  Forty-seven children 
attending his (Lutheran) parish’s 
school lost at least one parent.
   There was also much laughter. 
Satirical cabaret is a German 
tradition even at Christian 
festivals.  Concerts and 
other celebrations provided 
encouragement. The sight of 
two young women, a Christian 

minister and a refugee from Iran, 
sharing reactions to St John’s 
account of the feeding of the 
5,000 brought hope for the future 
of inter-faith understanding, as 
did the Friday night celebration.  
Bread was broken and wine was 
shared in ways that enabled 
Christians, Jews and Muslims to 
celebrate together.  
   British participation was 
highlighted at the final service 
when the Rt Revd Nick Baines 
of Bradford (Anglican co-Chair 
of the Meissen Commission) 
preached.  It was 
also visible through 
the Meissen stand 
in the Market 
of Possibilities 
and the Saturday 
evening Eucharist 
celebrating 22 years 
of the Meissen 
Agreement between 
the Church of 

England and the Protestant 
Churches in Germany.  
  There were also individual 
speakers from the UK, including 
Ruth Dearnley, CEO of Stop the 
Traffik, who lives in Bucks and 
is married to a vicar.  “Five great 
days” was the overwhelming 
response, days enriched by the 
presence of people from our 
Swedish partner diocese.  Now to 
begin preparations for Stuttgart 
in June 2015!
Tony Dickinson is European Officer 
for the Diocese of Oxford.

The range of languages spoken at Kirchentag.  Tony Dickinson

All things that clip and clop

About 50 members of the Forest Edge Benefice descended on Turley 
Farm near Hailey, for  the annual Rogation Sunday Service.  They 
were welcomed by Ben and Kate Brown and their family and the 
service was led by the Revd Brian Ford.  

   The first part of the service was held in the barn before the 
congregation moved outside, stopping to see the animals, sing 
hymns and be given thoughts on living life in communion with 
nature in all its forms. Simon Salome Bentley, of the Benefice, said: 
“We stopped first to sing ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’ and were 
joined by three horses, who walked among us as we sang.” The 
congregation took in the cattle, piglets and the chickens before going 
back to the farmhouse for refreshments.    

A horse talks to the Revd Paul Mansell, photo by  Simon Salome Bentley



If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 
about  ACTS or would like to 

make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Alm  Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

Addiction

Counselling

Training

School

www.gilead.org.uk

offering a residential rehabilitation program, called 
KEY, for people with life-controlling addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, 
eating disorders, self harm, and other addictive 
behaviours. Based on a 300 acre dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead also offers the following training in 
addiction counselling:

- Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 150 hours
- Recovery Support Counselling   (17 courses) 280 hours
- Addiction Studies (23 courses)  350 hours

Gilead Foundations is also offering
- Biblical Systematic theology
- The Holy Spirit
- The Person of Jesus Christ

At Gilead Foundations we use the 
Genesis Process Relapse Prevention programme 
with our clients. This training and the Genesis tools 
are used throughout the programme at Gilead: We 
also have a correspondence course on counselling by 
Jay Adams

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 

OUT NOW!
The latest issue 
of The Son
THE SON is a bright, newsy and uncompromising tabloid newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back at the centre of society.

Written and presented in an easy to read style, based on the UK’s 
biggest circulation newspapers, THE SON is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as well.

The current edition of THE SON includes stories on BBC presenter 
Janey Lee Grace, top neurosurgeon Dr Eben Alexander, and many 
more.

Why not use THE SON to reach your community?

 

The Son hotline on 
01752 225623

Winter 2012

35p

JANEY LEE 
GRACE:HOW GOD HELD ON TO ME

SEE PAGE 3
THE GOOD NEWS FORJULIE ETCHINGHAM– SEE PAGE 2

EVERTON STAR STEVEN PIENAAR SENDS A MESSAGE TO FOOTBALL FANS     –See Back Page

w
w

w
.theson.org.uk

Oscar’s winning ways at Paralympics

See story on page 14

Neurosurgeon stuns scientifi c world with his revelations

A top neurosurgeon has stunned the 
scientific world by claiming he has 
proof that heaven exists.For years Dr Eben Alexander, a respected 

academic, dismissed near-death revelations of 
God and heaven, saying they were explained 
by the way the human brain is wired.
But then in 2008 Dr Alexander contracted 
bacterial meningitis.  The deadly infection 

soaked his brain and sent him into a deep coma 

lasting seven days. In the days that followed his 

life was slipping away, but Dr Alexander says 

that he was living intensely in his mind.
He claims he journeyed beyond this world and 

encountered an angelic being who guided him 

into the deepest realms of super-physical exist-
ence. There he met, and spoke with, the Divine 

source of the universe itself.Dr Alexander’s story is not a fantasy. Before he 

underwent his journey, he could not reconcile 

his knowledge of neuroscience with any belief 

in heaven, God, or the soul. Today he is a doctor who believes that true 

health can be achieved only when we realize 

that God and the soul are real and that death 

is not the end of personal existence but only a 

transition. 

See story on page 7

Dr Eben 
Alexander...experienced a spiritual journey during a 

seven-day coma

PROOF OF 
HEAVENRussell Crowe to star as Noah in new epic movieSee centre pages

Advertisement Feature
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Book now for CS Lewis festival
by Mike Stranks

MEMBERS of Holy Trinity, 
Headington are finalising 
the details of a Jubilee 
Festival to commemorate 
their most famous former 
parishioner. 
   Clive Staples Lewis, known 
to his family and friends 
as ‘Jack’ was a member of 
the congregation at Holy 
Trinity, Headington Quarry, 
for more than 30 years from 
the time of his conversion to 
Christianity until his death 
in November 1963. He is 
buried in the churchyard 
at Holy Trinity. The ‘C S 
Lewis Jubilee Festival’ will 
take place from 19 – 22 
September 2013 and tickets 
for the various events are 
now on sale.

   C S Lewis is well known 
for his children’s books 
‘The Chronicles of Narnia’ 
which have sold more than 
100 million copies and 
been translated into 47 
languages. He was a prolific 
author of books explaining 
the essence of the Christian 
faith, a noted authority on 
aspects of English poetry, 
a don at Magdalen College, 
Oxford and a professor 
at Magdalene College, 
Cambridge.    
        The Festival launches 
with a talk by Professor 
Alister McGrath who has 
published a new biography 
of Lewis to coincide with 
this 50th anniversary. (See 
page three to see a review 
and the chance to win a 
copy.) There will also be 

guided walks around C S 
Lewis’s Headington where 
he lived for more than 40 
years, tours of the church 
and the churchyard, family 
activities with a Narnia 
theme and the premiere 
of a new play Through 
the Wardrobe Door – the 
life of C S Lewis which 
intertwines extracts from 
the Narnia tales with 
stories from his life.  On 
Sunday 22 September 
both main church services 
at Holy Trinity will have 
a Lewis theme, with the 
evening service being a final 
celebration when Bishop 
John will preach. 
    Full Details are 
available from www.
cslewisjubileefestival.org 
or call 01865 454353.

Cowley conservation 
project
AN Earthing Faith initiative to help 
congregations re-connect with nature 
has been launched in the Cowley 
deanery.
   The area, which is already renowned 
for the eco work done at St Mary and St 
John Churchyard, on the Cowley Road, is 
set to become the subject of a survey by 
A Rocha UK, a Christian environmental 
agency. 
   Dr Andy Gosler, (pictured right) a research lecturer in conservation and ornithology 
and a member of Holy Trinity, Headington Quarry, is the man behind the initiative. 
Andy has enlisted the help of local and national conservation and natural history 
groups. The scheme includes ringing robins so that children can identify them as 
individuals in churchyards and breakfast walks – early morning bird watching and 
wildlife walks in the deanery.
   It is looking at a fungus survey in churchyards, looking at fungi and lichens that 
may have been growing for 800 or 900 years. 
   The Ashmolean Natural History Society, God’s Acre Foundation, Oxford Urban 
Wildlife Group and others are involved. 
   “A Rocha wanted to set up an on-line system for recording nature in churchyards 
and wanted a couple of churches. I have offered them the whole deanery. They are 
looking at urban hubs, reconnecting urban situations with nature, and Oxford is the 
perfect place to test this,” said Andy, who is developing international links for the 
project and says it could spread from Cowley into other areas of the city. 
   “There is a lot that makes Cowley extremely suitable. There are significant areas of 
urban deprivation and problem areas. It’s exciting.”

Special guest for 
ordination anniversary
AS the Door was going to press the Cowley 
deanery was set to receive a visit from a 
prestigious visitor. 
   The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Lord Williams 
of Oystermouth (the former Archbishop 
of Canterbury) was due to be the key note 
speaker at the 60th anniversary of the 
ordination of the Revd James Cocke, the 
vicar of all Saints, Headington.  
   The event, on Trinity Sunday (26 May) 
included a social before the service and a 
tea party afterwards, for James, 87, who 
is known as Jim and is the longest serving 
priest in the Church of England. 

Welcome to the first in our Around 
the Deaneries series.  Across the 
Diocese of Oxford there are more 
churches than any other diocese in 
the Church of England (815 at the last 
count).
   These are divided into 29 deaner-
ies across Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. Every month we 
will feature a specific deanery. We 
have started with Cowley and hope 
to work our way around the Diocese, 
month-by-month, bringing you sto-
ries of the brilliant work being done 
by Christians in our churches. 

Planting trees for peace in Palestine

HARD hitting realities of life in the 
Middle East were hammered home 
during a peace mission to plant trees on 
Palestinian farmland.
   Stephen Patrick, (right) his partner, 
Mariam Iqbal and Jeff Alderson all 
took part in the trip which followed 
an appeal at St Mary’s Iffley that raised 
more than £11,000 for the church’s Olive 
Tree Campaign. The trio are pictured 
above, planting a stake dedicated to St 
Mary’s. The campaign involves planting 
young trees on Palestinian farmland that 
is threatened with confiscation, crop 
destruction or invasion. 
   Every year, the Joint Advocacy Initiative 
(JAI) – organised by the YMCA of East 
Jerusalem and the YWCA of Palestine, 
hosts an olive tree planting programme 
in West Bank Palestine for ‘internationals’ 
to come and join and take part in 
this project. In the summer this even 
involves a particular project for young 
people, entitled A Journey For Justice. 
The diocesan pilgrimage group met JAI 
members earlier this year.
   “You experience a trip to the Holy 
Land through the eyes of human rights 
and justice,” says Stephen. “You stay in 
a small hotel or with a local family. The 
first time we stayed with a farmer who 
was a super friendly guy and the second 
time with a Christian family. We met 
some very beautiful people.” About 50 
people from all over the world were on 
the trip, including the retired Bishop of 
Dover, the Rt Revd Richard Llewellin. 
“You build strong friendships because 

you see things that are unpalatable, the 
wall, the refugee camps, barbed wire and 
concrete, and the occupation that you 
might not see on a scripted Holy Land 
tour. Seeing what goes on up close really 
jars extremely hard.” 
   The group had set themselves a target 
of raising £9,800 in last year’s Harvest 
Appeal but actually raised more than 
£11,000. They held a Palestinian themed 
bring-and-share lunch, and put together 
a cultural event, including a group from 
London who can perform on modern and 
traditional Palestinian instruments. They 
had food, music and traditional Arabic 
dances. “We are a small parish but we 
made a measurable difference to these 
Palestinian farmers and we are looking 
to generate a meaningful two-way 
relationship. 
   Stephen said: “Some of the trees will get 
chopped down but we have to weigh up 
whether we are making a measureable 
difference. It does stop farmers being 
economically deprived.”
   Two olive trees were placed in the nave 
of St Mary’s, as a symbol of the people the 
church is supporting, which were dressed 
for Christmas. 
   For more on tree panting trips see 
http://www.jai-pal.org or closer to home  
you can contribute by buying an olive 
tree for £14 per week, or you can make 
a point of buying only Fairtrade olive 
products, for example, Zaytoun olive oil 
and the boycott of Israeli products.  To 
read the blog about the group’s trip see 
www.thepalestinianolive.com.
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Building Community
IN his new book, Living Faithfully, 
Bishop John goes back to basics 
to consider what it means to 
follow Jesus in the 21st Century. 

It was the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and 
it was raining.  Our street party had to 
move indoors to a local school. Over 
200 people turned up, dripping from 

the unwelcome weather but bearing gifts 
– mountains of sandwiches, cakes, paper 
cups, bottles of cloudy lemonade. 
   These were my neighbours and I hardly 
knew any of them. We live in our domestic 
fortresses and drive past each other every 
morning without recognition or a smile. But 
now I think it will be different. We’ve met, 
talked, laughed at the rain; we’ve learnt 
names and interests and recent experiences 
(nothing too heavy yet). We’ve begun to 
build community.
   One of the gifts the Church has to 
offer society is its experience of building 
community. Politicians and pundits bemoan 
our social fragmentation and cast around 
for cures; the Church modestly gets on 
with it. Building community is part of our 
discipleship – living in God’s world, in God’s 
way, with God’s help. 

What’s the problem?

We live in an atomized society 
where everyone gets on with 
constructing their own ‘this-
must-fit-me-precisely’ world. 

This involves smoothing out the rough 
edges and creating a bubble of work, leisure 
pursuits and friendships in which we feel 
comfortable. 
   It also means eliminating from our bubble 
the people we don’t much like. Since the 
1970s there has been a noticeable decline 
in participation in political parties, trade 
unions, civic groups, church life and the like. 
Repeatedly, surveys show younger people 
to be less interested in public life and more 
interested in personal relationships and 
private lives. 
   At another level, in the West we are the 
prisoners of rationalism: ‘I think, therefore 
I am.’ In Africa they prefer ‘I am, because 
we belong.’ The individualism of the West 
asserts our unique identity, but sadly it 
nearly always seems to do so at the expense 
of others.

   How could we think 
about this?

Christians can root their concern 
with community right back in the 
nature of God. To put it at its most 
basic, God is community, a free 

and interactive fellowship of Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. It’s in the loving interplay 
of the Trinity that we see the model of 
creative interdependence that we seek to 
replicate in God’s world. 
   Jesus clearly decided that the way to 
approach his glorious and dangerous 
task was to gather and nurture a small 
community of young people who would be 
his core team of kingdom-builders. If he 
hoped that they would ‘get it’ in his lifetime, 
he was badly let down. But he knew the raw 
material he was taking on; the seeds were 
being sown. 
At first sight, when reading Acts 2 it 
appears that the disciples did indeed ‘get it’. 
The earliest days were idyllic. They shared 
possessions, looked after the needy, ate 
together, prayed together and found people 
joining them in enviable numbers (Acts 
2.42– 47).
   Isn’t that what they were meant to be 
doing? Well, no, actually. They had been a 
travelling, missionary community gathered 
around Jesus, and now they had become a 
static community locked into Jerusalem. It 
took the killing of Stephen and the resulting 
persecution to scatter the disciples, and help 
them recover their original mandate to be a 
missionary community on the move. There’s 
an important principle here: community 
happens when you’re not looking, when 
you’re doing something else. 

‘Community happens 
when you’re not looking, 
when you’re doing 
something else.’

   Paul was the Church’s first theologian 
and he did his theology on the run. But he 
realised early on that what the death and 
resurrection of Jesus had done was no less 
than to inaugurate a new creation under 
their noses. The old hierarchies and barriers 
had collapsed: ‘There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there 
is no longer male or female; for all of you 
are one in Christ Jesus’ (Galatians 3.28). 
The secret is that ‘in Christ’ there is a new 
world; we come out of the cave and into the 
reality we never knew. And in such a world, 
community is natural, inclusive, outgoing 
and full of light.

What could we do 
differently?

We need to focus here on two 
types of community. One 
is the community of the 
church itself, rooted in the 

Trinity, centred on Christ and free of the 
restrictions of the old order. The other is the 
civil community around the local church, of 
which the church is a participating member 
but one with a special gift to offer. It was 
noticeable that at our Jubilee street party 
just two people were asked to speak – me 
and the local parish priest. Even in secular 
north Oxford the church was recognised as 
having something to say about community. 

But are we saying it? 
   Roy Searle, leader of the Northumbria 
Community, says that the main vehicle of 
the kingdom today is community. Brother 
Sam of the Franciscans says the same thing: 
‘I sense that both the renewal of the church 
and society will come through the re-
emerging of forms of Christian community 
that are homes of generous hospitality, 
places of challenging reconciliation and 
centres of attentiveness to the living 
God.’ But this will only come about if the 
church is missional. Have you noticed how 
energized people are by going with a group 
on short-term service in Africa or putting 
on a theatrical performance or playing in an 
orchestra or taking part in a sports team? 
Are Christians fired with the same passion 
by being members of their churches? Only, I 
suggest, when the church is focused beyond 
itself, when it’s missional. 

‘...community is natural, 
inclusive, outgiong and 
full of light.’

   This is where our commitment to the 
local community ties in naturally with 
commitment to the church community. We 
are at our best in the church when we are 
working actively for the flourishing of the 
community around us. We need to serve the 
community around for its own sake and not 
to go fishing for souls. Any by-product like 
that is God’s business. 
   What the church at its best can 
demonstrate is the inclusiveness of a 
good community. Where else in society do 
you get such a wonderful mix of unlikely 
friends? Civic groups are usually self-
limiting and like attracts like. In churches, 
age, background, education, employment, 
colour, gender, sexuality and all the other 
variables shouldn’t matter, for we are ‘all 
one in Christ Jesus’. Yes, we sometimes 
get it horribly wrong, but usually we get it 
wonderfully right. Our church life should be 
committed at the centre but distinctly loose 
at the edges. Everybody should feel welcome 
in the radically inclusive community of the 
friends of Jesus. 

They said this
“If you live alone, whose feet can you 
wash?”(John Cassian, Desert Father)
   “What matters at this stage is the 
construction of local forms of community 
within which civility and intellectual and 
moral life can be sustained through the 
new dark ages which are already upon us . . 
. this time however the barbarians are not 
waiting beyond the frontiers. They have 
already been among us quite some time and 
it is our lack of consciousness of this that 
constitutes part of our predicament. We 
are waiting not for Godot but for another 
doubtless very different St Benedict.” 
(Alasdair MacIntyre)

Taking it further
Anchor passage: Acts 2.37– 47
   Read once, take a full two minutes to 
reflect, then read it again.
To think about
Opener: What has been your best 
experience of community, in either a church 
or non-church context? What made it so 
good?
•   There were many strong features of the 
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Building Community

life of the church in those first months, 
described in Acts 2. What do you affirm 
most, and where do you see the limitations?
•   What kind of ‘wonders and signs’ (v. 43) 
do you think are inevitable or necessary in a 
vibrant Christian community now?
•   Do you expect the church to have ‘the 
goodwill of all the people’ (v. 47)? If not, 
why not?
•   What difference is your church making 
to the local community? How could it make 
more impact?
•   How can we balance the use of a finite 
amount of energy between building up 
the fellowship in faith and serving the 

community around?
   Prayer: With a map before 
you, identify the main centres 
of life and activity in your area 
or parish (schools, town hall, 
commercial life, leisure centre, 
village hall and so on). Place a 
night light on the map where 
that activity is going on, and 
pray for the flourishing of that 
place and the people involved 
there.

This is an edited extract from 
Bishop John’s new book, Living 
Faithfully (April 2013, SPCK).

THE Door has three copies of 
Living Faithfully to give away. 
For the chance to win simply 
send your name and address on 
a post card to Living Faithfully 
Competition, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing 
date for entries is Friday 14 
June.

Win a book

Above children enjoy a street party. Below, a Fusion Youth and Community fun day and below left, a church announces it will be going postal. 



£150 towards surgery 
for one child
£75 could cover half the
cost of one surgery 

N13051U111HDZ2X

These details, including your email address / telephone number, may be used to keep you informed
about our future developments. If you do not want to receive such information please tick this box

Use Gift Aid to increase your donation by 25%
■ YES! I would like Smile Train to claim Gift Aid on any donations I have made within the last 4 tax years (6 April to 5 April) and on all
donations I make in the future until further notice. I confirm that I have paid or will pay at least as much UK Income tax and/or Capital Gains tax
for each tax year as Smile Train UK and all other charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that 
I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council 
tax do not qualify. I understand that the charity will reclaim 25p of tax for every £1 that I have given/will give.

■ NO, I am not a UK taxpayer.

Send this coupon with your donation to:

The Smile Train UK,
PO Box 909,
Northampton NN3 0BF

Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Email

Telephone 

Charge my gift to my: ■ Visa   ■ MasterCard   ■ Maestro  

Card No. 

Valid From Exp. Date Issue No. 

Signature 

■ My cheque is enclosed, made payable to 
The Smile Train UK

I want to give a child a second chance at life.

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org.uk    Call: 0300 303 9630
Registered Charity No. 1114748       Registered Company No. 05738962      © 2013 The Smile Train.

£30 towards an overnight
hospital stay
£ We’ll gratefully
accept any amount

Free cleft surgery which takes as little as 45 minutes
and costs as little as £150, can give desperate
children not just a new smile – but a new life.

It’s a prayer shared by
one million children. 
You can answer it.

To celebrate why not subscribe at our special anniversary rate of £13
for 13 issues? Call 01603 785911 or email subs@churchtimes.co.uk.

We have . Because We’re 150 ThIs Year.We have

Who’s Been goIng longer Than The maIl ,
The mIrror , The Tls , The reader’s dIgesT 
and The dandY ?

The maIl
The mIrror The Tls The reader’s dIgesT

The dandY

Who’s seen 11 edITors , 13 archBIshops of 
canTerBurY , 28 prIme mInIsTers ,
and 33 managers of chelsea fc ?

11 edITors 13 archBIshops of
canTerBurY 28 prIme mInIsTers

33 managers of chelsea fc

CT150_Ad_170x261.indd   1 16/05/2013   11:00

Advertisement Feature



DONATE BOOKS 
TO SUPPORT 
CHRISTIAN AID

UK registered charity no. 1105851 Company no. 5171525 Scot charity no. SC039150  The Christian Aid 
name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid.  © Christian Aid January 2013 13-630-J1150

Your unwanted 
books can help end 
global poverty.
Christian Aid can raise  
life-changing funds from  
non-fiction books in good 
condition.
 
If your church has books to 
donate, please phone

01375 484561   
We can send you boxes to pack 
the books in and we’ll also 
arrange free collection. 

Cornerstone vision - includes the following publications - Pompey Chimes, The Door, The Month
Sarum Link, See Round, Southwark Bridge, The Wey, Rochester LinkAdvertisement Feature

Summertime provides a wonderful 
opportunity for catching up with 
reading. If you are going away the 
travelling time by rail or plane offers 
plenty of time to sit back and relax 
with a book. If you are staying at 
home, time in the garden can be well 
spent reading. Many people like to get 
hooked on a thriller or romantic novel 
but have you thought of using the time 
wisely with a Christian book? 
Whilst many people see summertime reading 
as possibly getting lost in a novel at the 
airport,on the plane and then the beach, there 
are all sorts of other books to get into, the 
time away offering the chance to study a little 
deeper, maybe reflect a little more without the 
distractions of normal day to day living.

There is a tremendous choice of books 
specifically written for Christian on a huge 
range of subjects, from growing up and other 
personal issues, Bible study, the church in 
society, gift books and so much more, there are 
even novels written specifically for Christians. 

The current ‘Narnia’ film will have undoubtedly 
renewed interest in the C S Lewis books

It’s never to young to start reading and 
Christian bookshops will have a good selection 
to choose from covering everything from an 
introduction to the Bible to various life skills. 

The summer is also a good time to look at the 
new academic year that starts in September, as 
it does for many church organisations meeting 
up again after their summer break. Study and 
preparation at this time can lead to a more 
relaxed start to the new year.

There is a tremendous selection available from 
your local Christian bookshop or direct by 
mail by phone or website. There are books for 
all ages from novels to study books. Christian 
bookshops do a wonderful job of outreach 
keeping all sorts of books available for those 
who are searching and maybe on the first steps 
towards a real faith, remember them when 
you are looking for your post cards or gifts as 
your custom helps to keep them alive and in 
business.

Some readers may also be interested in 
spending the time, putting their own thoughts 
or memories to paper and start on creating 
a work of their own. It is often said that we 
all have a book within us yet very few of us 
search it out. You can prepare it yourself and 
get it printed in a local digital print shop or 
its possible to call on the help of one of this 
country’s self publishing companies who will 
use their expertise to help you reach a more 
professional standard. If you are self publishing 
it’s worth bearing in mind that not all books 
make a profit so make sure that you can afford 
to fund it yourself.

Advertising feature

A ‘good’ read for the summer
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The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (exclud-
ing Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) pro-
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Church of England.
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Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an application form 
are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751
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11Comment Letters
Land grabs: a personal 
reflection on Gambella, 
Western Ethiopia
by Dr Janice Proud

Ethiopia, a country 
renowned for its famines, 
is leasing land to foreign 
investors for food 

production. It sounds good, 
the motivation for Ethiopian 
government is positive, to bring in 

foreign currency to support economic development and to 
contribute to food security. However, the costs to the local 
population and the environment are high.
   Nearly a third of the land in Gambella region, western 
Ethiopia, is up for grabs, having been classified as 
under-utilised. However the low lying tropical region, 
prone to both drought and flooding, is home to thriving 
populations: the Nuer who are pastoralists moving with 
the cattle and the Anuak who fish and grow crops as the 
flood waters recede. Their survival and their identity are 
tied to the land and the rivers that run through it.
   Investors now farm the area on an industrial scale. One 
farm stretches for 80 miles growing rice, palm oil, maize 
and sugarcane mainly for export back to India. The forest 
has been cleared and burnt, wetland drained. There has 
been tremendous environmental devastation and it is 
still on-going as dams are built for irrigation and defences 
built to prevent the floods that wiped out the first maize 
harvest. But the local population then suffers as the 
flood waters are displaced and affect established towns in 
previously safe areas.  
   Tension is mounting in the area as decisions are made 
by central government without respect for or consultation 
with the local population. People have been cleared from 
their land through a process of villagisation, planned to 
facilitate access to education and health. But the promised 
services have been slow to arrive and the communities 
are too large for the capacity of the land, so people are left 
dependent on food support.
   There have been benefits, new roads and bridges have 
opened up the area, the phone network now reaches the 
border with South Sudan. But the package offered to 
investors to secure the deals does not guarantee that crops 
produced will be available locally or nationally, so tensions 
will mount at times of hunger. Tension will also escalate as 
the movement of people with their cattle or to the river is 
further limited by industrial scale production and as more 
outsiders move in to work in the fields. Regional conflict 
could also be sparked if the flow of water into the Nile is 
reduced. 
   When I first heard talk of under-utilised land in 
Gambella I was concerned. When people were being 
moved without a harvest and left in barren land two 
hours walk from water I was horrified and angry; the 
Anglican Church trucked in and distributed food. I was 
equally horrified when I saw the forest being dug up and 
burnt, when people struggle to get wood to build their 
homes and their churches. But restriction on protest, 
particularly by foreigners, meant I had to keep quiet and 
not stir people up; to do so would risk being thrown out 
of Ethiopia, but worse the Anglican Church being closed 
down. Since then I have heard of fear, intimidation, 
imprisonment of those who protested, both locally and 
nationally. Some more intense agriculture would have 
brought benefits, but it should not have been done 
without respecting and involving local people. 
Dr Janice Proud lived in Ethiopia for nine years with her 
husband, Bishop Andrew, the Bishop of Reading. She worked 
in agricultural research and with the Anglican churches in 
Gambella.

Resources
Close to God’s 

heart
Scripture Union’s Mosaic 
resources provide all-age 
activities for children in 
church. Here is an edited 
extract:

Bible:1 Samuel 16:1–13; 
Psalm 23
Aim: To discover that God sees us 
differently from others
For 3–14s
Bible with games
20–25 minutes
Why: to discover that God looks at 
what people are like on the inside 
With: a variety of gift-wrapped 
packages, pictures copied from page 
10, envelopes, small cards or slips of 
paper, SU Bible Timeline (optional) 
1 Prepare 
Before the session, prepare a variety 
of gift-wrapped packages – wrap 
some packages so that it is obvious 
what is inside, but make others less 
obvious. Make two or three sets of 
the pictures.
2 Guessing game 
Display the gift-wrapped packages 
and invite the children to guess what 
is inside each one. Once the children 
have made their guesses, invite a 
volunteer to unwrap the package and 
see what is really inside. After all the 
packages have been unwrapped, chat 
about how easy it is to get fooled 
by wrappings, not just in the case 
of gifts, but also people! Say that in 
today’s Bible story they will learn 
that God never gets fooled by the 

‘wrappings’, such as what sort of 
clothes they wear and how they do 
their hair. He knows exactly what 
each person is like on the inside.
3 Bible verses game 
Divide the children into pairs or 
threes and give each team a set of six 
pictures from page 10 of the book. 
Read 1 Samuel 16:1–13, pausing 
at verses 1a, 1b, 5, 10, 11 and 13. 
Each time you pause, challenge the 
teams to select the picture that 
they think best represents that part 
of the story. Encourage them to 
arrange the pictures on the floor or 
a table from left to right, in order. 
Continue until the end of the Bible 
verses. Each picture in the correct 
place earns a team one point. The 
winning team is the one with the 
most points.
4 Bible Timeline
Display the Bible Timeline. Invite 
the children to find the characters 
Abraham, Moses and Daniel. Chat 
about what those around them saw 
when they looked at these people. 
(For example, Abraham was a very 
old man who was childless.) Ask 
what they think God saw when 
he looked at the person. (He saw 
Abraham, a man of great faith.) 
Invite the children to think of 
suitable descriptions for David (for 
example, a young shepherd boy 
who became a great king). Stress 
that no one is too ordinary or too 
unimportant to be used by God.
5 Response 
Read aloud God’s words in 1 
Samuel 16:7 (CEV): ‘People judge 
others by what they look like, but 
I judge people by what is in their 
hearts.’ Remind the children that 
God knows exactly what is in their 

hearts – the thoughts, attitudes and 
feelings deep inside them, which 
nobody else might see or know 
about. Give each child an empty 
envelope and a small card or slip of 
paper. 
   Invite the children to spend some 
time in silence, thinking about what 
God sees when he looks into their 
hearts. Ask them to write down 
their thoughts (or draw something 
symbolic) on the card or paper and 
place it in their envelope. Suggest 
that they seal their envelopes and 
take them home as a reminder 
that God knows exactly what they 
are like on the inside and he loves 
them. Mosaic: God is good @ 
2012 Scripture Union, used with 
permission.

See http://tinyurl.com/c7tzhcw to 
order more resources. Two new titles: 
God’s Power and Celebrations will be 
published in July.  Tel: 01908 856000

Trees that could be used for construction are 
burned to make way for land grabs. Janice Proud

Better grammar please
Is it possible to find some more 
grammatical way of announcing 
Associate Clergy posts in the Door?  
It’s surely not right to describe a 
single person as Associate Clergy? 
I refer to the announcement about 
Gergory Platten in the May issue, 
but similar announcements appear 
almost every month.  Several priests 
might be described in that way but 
one is an Associate Priest.  Associate 
clergyman or clergywoman would do 
but Associate Priest reads better and is 
shorter.  Please forgive an intervention 
by a retired bishop who probably ought 
to mind his own business!   But thank 
you for The Door which keeps us in 
touch each month.

The Rt Revd John Bone, 
Henley -on-Thames

Audio version 
Sight impaired people can get a free audio verison 
of the Door by contacting the Oxford Diocese on 
01865 208227
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The Edison 
Preparatory Orchestra 

from Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA

Performing 
a lunchtime recital at

Christ Church, Oxford
Friday, 7th June 

1:00pm

Free Admission – All Welcome

The Edison 
Preparatory Orchestra (EPO) is 

proud to make their international debut.  The EPO 
hails from Tulsa, Oklahoma. Under the direction of 
Nathan Greenwood, the orchestra has grown from 36 
members to 94 over the past four years.  The EPO has 
two performing ensembles, an active partnership with the 
Tulsa Symphony Orchestra, the Tulsa Signature Symphony 
Orchestra, and the University of Central Oklahoma.   
Orchestra members are annually featured in the 
Oklahoma All State Orchestra, Tulsa Youth Symphony and 
the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute orchestra.  Today 
the group will be feature Jean Sibelius’ Andante Festivo , 
George Gershwin’s Lullaby, Gustav Holst’s St. Paul’s Suite, 
and Nathan Greenwood’s arrangement of the Lord Mayo 
Suite, a collection of traditional Irish melodies.

12 God in the life of…
Nicola Blackwood MP tells Jo 
Duckles about her Christian 
faith and how it influenced her 
journey as she unexpectedly 
swapped a world of music for 
the House of Commons.

Nicola, who was born in 
Johannesburg, but has lived 
in the UK since she was two-
months-old, grew up in a 

Christian family and church and faith 
have always been part of her life. She 
took time out from a busy schedule 
in her constituency (Oxford West and 
Abingdon) to visit Diocesan Church 
House and tell her story over a coffee. 
“My mother particularly is a very 
strong Christian. Wherever we moved 
to we went to different churches. We 
read all of the different Bible stories in 
picture books before we knew any other 
books,” says Nicola.

‘...we always used to take 
toys, clothes and food 
supplies to Africa.’

   The daughter of a medical doctor and a 
nurse (her father is still teaching medical 
students at the John Radcliffe Hospital) 
Nicola was brought up with an ethos 
of giving to others and putting them 
first. Her father might suddenly leave 
the dinner table because of a medical 
emergency, or would spend Christmas Day 
dressed as Santa giving out presents on a 
hospital ward. “It was only when I got older 
I realised this wasn’t normal for many 
other people and was based on loving your 
neighbour as yourself.”
   Nicola was given a flute aged six. No one 
in her family can remember why it was a 
flute, but she soon got hooked on music, 
later learning to sing and play the piano. 
At 14 she began studying at the Trinity 
School of Music on a Saturday, practising 
for four hours every day, on top of her 
normal school work. “I was going to be an 
opera singer or flautist. I was completely 

dedicated, practising for four hours a day.”
   She studied music at Oxford and 
Cambridge and it was during a gap year 
volunteering with aid projects she found 
herself advising the Conservatives. It was 
then that she first found herself delving 
into a political world she felt she knew 
little about. “My mother is South African 
and we always used to take toys, clothes 
and school supplies to Africa. There was 
always an aid element to our family,” says 
Nicola, who has since volunteered in 
Mozambique, Rwanda and Bangladesh and 
has also helped run social action projects 
in Birmingham, Blackpool and Manchester. 
   Her experience made her perfectly suited 
to her role as parliamentary researcher for 

Andrew Mitchell MP, the then Secretary 
of State for International Development, 
before she decided to take the plunge 
to run for parliament herself. “I was 
frustrated as an adviser because frankly, it 
felt like no one ever takes your advice.” 
   She was surprised when she won her 
home seat from Liberal Democrat Dr 
Evan Harris in 2010, aged 30. Nicola was 
immediately appointed Vice-Chairman 
of the Conservative Party for Social 
Action. It’s an area that’s remained close 
to her heart as she chairs an All Party 
Parliamentary Group for Women, Peace 
and Security, looking at preventing sexual 
violence in conflict situations, working 
closey with Department for International 

Development (DFiD) and The Foriegn 
and Commonwealth Office (FCO) and 
looking at issues including the protection 
of women in Syrian Refugee Camps which 
will be central to the deliberations at the 
G8 in June.  She has been involved in 
her party’s Human Rights Commission, 
which was set up to find ways for the UK 
to combat human rights abuses in places 
like Burma and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 
    As a woman in Parliament these days, 
she does not find she encounters prejudice 
for her gender, but she does find people 
look down on her age. “You are asked to 
vote on the NHS, immigration, pensions, 
education etc and even if you were 85 you 
could not be an expert on all of that. It’s 
not age an MP needs but judgement, a 
bit of humility to seek good advice and 
integrity to not be swayed.”

‘There are Christians 
in every party and no 
party has a claim to 
righteousness.’

    She does not find being a Christian a 
disadvantage. “There are Christians in 
every party and no party has a claim to 
righteousness. There are more Christians 
in Parliament proportionally than in 
the population at large. We have prayers 
every morning and it is the one moment 
in the day when you are not on camera and 
what you say is not going to be taken down 
and used against you. We have chaplains 
and there are resources for people of all 
faiths.” She says the experience of the gay 
marriage debate left MPs on both sides 
of the argument feeling  besieged and 
personally attacked.“There has been some 
aggressive lobbying that left me feeling we 
need to think through how we engage with 
politics as a Church,” she says. 
   Nicola is 33 and worships at St Aldate’s, 
Oxford. In her spare time she is a Governor 
at a special school and a Domestic Violence 
Champion.

Smiling is Nicola Blackwood, MP.

12 God in the life of…
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Pull this section out.  Keep it 
handy for your own prayers 
and involvement in the 
Diocese.

This is hardly a great work of 
art, but I love it because of its 
simplicity and because it is a 
serious attempt to inculturate the 

Gospel narrative, writes Bishop Andrew.  
    The icon is Ethiopian, painted onto 
stretched canvas, using natural dyes and 
egg white to fix the colour. It is part of 
a whole series of paintings which are 
wrapped around the Holy of Holies in the 
oldest Orthodox Church in Addis Ababa. 
Byzantine Orthodox churches have an 
iconostasis – a screen which separates 
the sanctuary off from the nave – and 
on which there is always an icon of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to the left of the Holy 
Doors and an icon of John the Baptist 
to the right. This church does not have 
anything so conventional, but John the 
Baptist is represented by inference, rather 
than explicitly – and this picture is it. 
   This is a delightfully inculturated 
representation of Salome, after she’s 
danced before Herod and his courtiers, 
asking for the head of John the Baptist on 
a plate. There are several things to notice 
about the painting: Herod is depicted 
wearing the crown of an Ethiopian Negus 
(Emperor), surrounded by his courtiers, 
who have clearly been interrupted as they 
were about to start their banquet. Their 
gaze is intense, intimidating and, I am 

sure, meant to be highly sexualised. Herod 
is seen holding a glass of tejj (honey mead) 
and the food is ready, served on a large 
dish which everyone would share. Rolls of 
‘injera’ (used to scoop up the curry stew 
with the right hand) can be seen around 
the edge of the dish.  
    In classical Ethiopian orthodox 
iconography, characters depicted face-on, 
with both eyes showing, are good; those 
depicted in profile, with only one eye 
showing, are evil. Levels of literacy then 
were very low, so anyone ‘reading’ this 
picture knows what to think immediately. 
This is a bad business. 

‘...there are times when 
the Gospel judges the 
culture we live in...’

   The way Salome is depicted is fascinating. 
Ethiopians are far from prudish, but 
perhaps because this icon is painted 
on the Holy of Holies, there is no flesh 
showing other than her face, hands and 
bangled-ankles. I can almost smell the 
heady combination of wood-smoke, 
leather, incense and clarified butter that 
lingers, still, over many a traditional 
feast today. But what is the artist saying, 

beyond commenting on this collective act 
of betrayal? At the time this was painted, 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church was the 
state Church: it was a powerful landowner 
and guardian of national cultural identity. 
Since the brutal Derg regime (1976-1991), 
all that has gone. At the time of this 
painting, relations between the two would 

have been very close - but not so close that 
the artist did not feel free to comment 
on how he saw the Emperor. I think his 
judgement is harsh. 
   So, whilst this painting sets the story 
beautifully in an Ethiopian context (ie. 
it inculturates the Gospel in Ethiopia), it 
also recognises that there are times when 
the Gospel judges the culture we live in 
(missiologists call this acculturation). 

‘...an invitation for us to 
pray for those who face 
that danger, this very day 
and at this very hour.’

   For many, even today, that means 
speaking out and involves great personal 
risk. It can come at great cost, as it did for 
John the Baptist. This painting is, I think, 
an invitation for us to pray for those who 
face that danger, this very day and at this 
very hour. 
The Rt Revd Andrew Proud is the Bishop of 
Reading. Turn to page 15 to read his wife 
Janice Proud’s account of their experience of 
the injustice of land grabs during their time in 
Ethiopia.

Reflection

Remembering   
St Alban
By David Winter

“And you will be my witnesses’ 
Acts 1:8 

The Greek word for ‘witness’ in 
the New Testament became our 
English word ‘martyr’. Being a 
witness to Christ in those days 

often meant martyrdom, as it has done 
from time to time ever since. There are 
martyr-witnesses to him in many parts of 
the world today, and the Church has always 
had a special kind of respect for those who 
were ‘faithful unto death’. In the book of 
Revelation the martyrs are a distinctive 
group in the visions of heaven, uniquely 
honoured.
   This month the Church honours St 
Alban, Britain’s very first martyr, or at 
least the first we know of. He was probably 
killed during the persecution under the 
emperor Diocletian in the early years of 
the fourth century, in the late stages of 
the Roman occupation of Britain. His 
martyrdom took place in the amphitheatre 
outside the Roman city of Verulamium, 

which is now St Albans, in Hertfordshire.
   The church historian Bede, writing 600 
years after Alban’s death, records that 
Alban was a Roman citizen (possibly a 
soldier) who gave shelter to a Christian 
priest who was being hunted by the 
authorities. During the priest’s stay in 
his home, Alban was converted to the 
Christian faith. When soldiers eventually 
tracked the priest down, they arrived at 
Alban’s house and insisted on searching it.

‘There is still a price to 
pay for faithfulness and 
obedience...’ 

   What they found was Alban dressed 
in the priest’s clothes, while their real 
prey escaped. They arrested Alban and 
demanded that he make a sacrifice to the 
Emperor — a common test of loyalty. 
He refused. He was then condemned to 
death and taken into the amphitheatre, 
which still stands in the fields below St 
Alban’s abbey, to be put to death. One 
of his executioners was converted, Bede 
claims, but the other one took a sword and 
beheaded him.

   Not a great deal is known about Alban 
apart from the story of his martyrdom, 
but what we do know is probably enough 
to give him a substantial claim to be the 
patron saint of England ahead of George, 
who had no connection whatever with this 
land. 

‘...following Christ has 
never been an easy 
option.’

    More significant for us, perhaps, is 
the reminder that following Christ has 
never been an easy option. Jesus called 
his would-be disciples to ‘count the cost’ 
of deciding to follow him. Christians are 
unlikely to be put to death for their faith 
in present-day Britain, but there is still a 
price to pay for faithfulness and obedience 
to the gospel. A bit of opposition never did 
the Church any harm in the past, and it 
doesn’t now.
Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Adviser on evangelism, former BBC head of 
religious affairs, a broadcaster and the author 
of many books. See www.davidwinter-author.
co.uk

Thought for the Month

A stained glass image of St Alban.  St Alban’s Cathedral.
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...deepen your faith by studying 
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June prayer diary

Our Bishops on Sundays
SUNDAY 2: Pray for Confirmation candidates in Wallingford Deanery 
with Assistant Bishop Peter Nott. 
 
SUNDAY 9: Pray for Confirmation candidates at St Andrew’s Chinnor 
and at Bodicote with Bishop Colin. Confirmation candidates in 
Newport Deanery with Bishop Alan. 
 
SUNDAY 16: Pray for Confirmation candidates in Chalgrove with 
Bishop Colin. Confirmation candidates in St Mary’s, Headington 

with Bishop Henry Scriven. Confirmation candidates in the Banbury 
Group with Bishop Colin. 

SUNDAY 23: Pray for Confirmation candidates in Bradfield Deanery 
with Bishop Andrew. Confirmation candidates in Ironstone with 
Bishop Colin.  
 
SUNDAY 30: Pray for the senior staff: Bishop John, Bishop Alan, 
Bishop Andrew and Bishop Colin, together with our Archdeacons 
Karen Gorham and Martin Gorick and the process of appointing a 
new Archdeacon of Berkshire. 

“As for everyone who comes to me and hears 
my words and puts them in practice, I will show 
you what they are like.  They are like someone 
building a house, who digs deep and lays the 
foundation upon a rock.” Luke 6:47-48.

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power of 
the Spirit for:

SATURDAY 1:  Reading Deanery.  Brian 
Shenton,  Peter Jeal,  Joan Walker, Roger 
Williams, Ken Dyson and Anna Knaggs. The 
continuing development and roll-out of the 
Deanery Mission Action Plan, faithfulness 
to the Gospel and prayerfulness in all 
things. 
                                                                                                                                 
MONDAY 3:  Caversham St Andrew.  
Nigel Jones.  The new Overseas Mission 
Committee working in collaboration with 
Caversham Heights Methodist Church ; 
for Tiddlers and the Fisherman Cafe and 
other activities which reach out to the 
neighbourhood.

TUESDAY 4:  Caversham Thameside 
and Mapledurham. Jeremy Tear, Graeme 
Fancourt and Marion Pyke. The vacancy 
process as a new Rector is sought; for 
the summer opening of the Community 
Café in St John’s and the St Peter’s Organ 
Appeal. The Village and its Church Day in 
Deddington.

WEDNESDAY 5:  Earley St Nicolas. 
Neil Warwick, Elizabeth Newman and 
Emma Major. For ‘Going Wider’, a two 
year programme to encourage and equip 
the Church as disciples in every part of life 
which is just beginning; the mission priority 
of ‘Being open and easy to engage with’ 
ensuring that people are met where they are 
in ways and in places that are relevant to 
them. 

THURSDAY 6:  Earley St Peter. Derek 
Spears and Roy Baxter. The work with young 
people and St Peter’s School (Aided) and for 
those seeking the way forward for outreach 
following the 5 year Street Prayer Scheme.

FRIDAY 7:  Early Trinity (Local 
Ecumenical Partnership). Jon Salmon, 
Cath Spence and Ann Baker. The six 
people who attended the HTB Leadership 
Conference in May – that the time of 
united inspiration, challenge and anointing 
for leading may be translated into the 
implementation of ‘vision into action’ 
back at Trinity; the Marriage Course 
which started in May - that the course will 
be a source of blessing, encouragement 
and renewal for all who attend; and the 
embryonic Men’s Ministry. Give thanks 
for the breakfast recently held and for the 
discipling work which also started in late 
May.

SATURDAY 8:  Emmer Green St 
Barnabas with Caversham Park. Derek 
Chandler, Margaret Dimmick and Elizabeth 
Gash.  The benefice vision day for St. 
Barnabas Church and Caversham Park LEP 
being planned on 29 June facilitated by 

Canon David Winter;  for shared vision as 
the two churches look to how they can share 
mission and ministry together within the 
benefice for the future and the continuing 
Alpha courses at St. Barnabas Church. 
 
MONDAY 10:  Loddon Reach. Maurice 
Stanton-Saringer, Pete Jarvis, Chris 
Leslie, Pauline Stanton-Saringer and 
Michael Dexter-Elisha.  A continued 
growing together in mission of the four 
parishes in the team and the recruitment 
process with retirements and changes of 
leadership. Grazeley Aided and Shinfield St 
Mary’s Aided Schools. Diocesan Advisory 
Committee.

TUESDAY 11:  St Barnabas. Reading 
Christ Church. John Croton, Mr Smith, 
Joan van Emden. For Christ Church during 
their vacancy and for guidance by the Holy 
Spirit through the recruitment process. New 
Christ Church Aided School. Bishop Alan 
confirming in the Amersham Deanery.  
 
WEDNESDAY 12:  Reading Greyfriars 
(with New Hope Community Church).  
Jonathan Wilmot, Dan Heyward, Philip 
Giddings, Sue Wilmot, Christine Ledger, 
John Ledger, Dennis Parker, Penny 
Cuthbert, Eileen Shipton, Heather Lewis, 
Carol Atkins, Rebecca Chapman and Fiona 
Pollard. For Prayer Café — the second 
Saturday of each month at Greyfriars, for 
two hours, encountering people on the 
street and inviting them to come in for 
prayer and cake and Kidzone – a term time 
after school club at New Hope Community 
Church for 5-11 year olds, with games, Bible 
stories and crafts. Department of Mission 
Meeting. 
 
THURSDAY 13:  Reading Holy Trinity. 
The team and congregation during an 
interregnum. 
 
FRIDAY 14:  Reading St Agnes with St 
Paul and St Barnabas. Vernon Orr, Leon 
Collyer, Penny Cuthbert and Christine 
Orme. The finalising and implementation 
of the ‘Apostolic Strategic Plan’ and for 
the plans for South Reading Churches Fun 
Day on 13 July on the theme ‘Honouring 
Whitley’. 
 
SATURDAY 15:  Reading St Giles. 
David Harris. Developing mission in the 
local schools, that God would continue to 
make this work prosper and the emerging 
Christian Education programmes, both the 
weekly Bible Study and the monthly lecture. 
Diocesan Synod. 
 
MONDAY 17:  Reading St John The 
Evangelist. Vincent Gardner, Nick Benson, 
Suzanne Knight,  Ali Marshall, Hamish 
Bruce, Richard Croft, Peter Marshall, 
Jeremy Thake, and  Don Mason. The St 
John’s Community set in an urban priority 
area. St John’s Aided School. 

TUESDAY 18:  Reading Minster with St 
Laurence. Brian Shenton, Chris Russell, 

Jayne Pitman and Christopher West. That at 
St Laurence non-church young people will 
come to faith and that through them  new 
forms of church will be built. That at the 
Minster, through the word and sacraments 
many people will be helped to a living 
vibrant faith.

WEDNESDAY 19:  Reading St Luke with 
St Bartholomew. Richard Christopher, 
Christine Blackman and June Hardcastle. 
The incoming Priest in Charge – Graeme 
Fancourt —  who will be licensed on 4 July 
and for the ongoing work of the St Bart’s 
Prayer Café.

THURSDAY 20:  Reading St Mark 
and All Saints. Nicholas Cheeseman, 
Graham Lunn and Sylvia Cummins. The 
development and growth of ministry 
amongst schools and young families, for 
financial resources to meet our costs and 
encourage growth and for support in 
accounting and financial stewardship. St 
Mary & All Saints Aided  and All Saints 
Aided Schools. 
 
FRIDAY 21:  Reading St Matthew. Pads 
Dolphin. For two very exciting projects with 
the churches working together in Southcote 
under the banner of Southcote Alive. Firstly 
a youth club for children on the local estate 
Alive & Kicking, for guidance on how to 
introduce spiritual matters and develop the 
team;  secondly Café Alive which has just 
received funding for building a coffee bar at 
the Grange URC right next to both schools 
to provide an after school café for families. 
For St Matthew’s Kidz Church an outreach 
to children where families don’t come to 
church and involves a team visiting each 
child every week in their homes to build 
relationship with them and their families 
and for people to get involved and catch the 
vision. Headteachers’ Conference.  

SATURDAY 22: Tilehurst St Catherine 
and Calcot St Birinus. Denis Smith, 
Lorraine Colam, Tony Bartlett, Michael 
Heather. The completion of the 
Development Project for St Catherine’s 
Church & Centre and for increasing 
openness to the Holy Spirit moving in the 
churches of Reading. Priests’ Ordinations: 
Those who have now completed their time 
as Deacons and are entering the ministry of 
the Priesthood, that they may be faithful in 
the ministry of word and sacrament and live 
lives worthy of their calling.

MONDAY 24:  St John the Baptist. 
Tilehurst St George and St Mary Magdalen.  
Adam Carlill. The continuing ministry with 
and among the most vulnerable members 
of society and for the team working in River 
View Nursing Home and Oak Tree House.

TUESDAY 25:  Tilehurst St Michael. 
John Rogers, Jennifer Foakes, Alan Rutter 
and Don Wark.  The roof fund-raising appeal 
which follows on from a £350K restoration 
of the church interior. A shock discovery 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local 
conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
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Advertising

that the roof was suffering nail rot means 
finding another  £170K! That this will not 
undermine the mission programme to share 
God’s love in the wider community.

WEDNESDAY 26:  Southlake St James 
(Woodley Group Ministry). Nick Jackson, 
Sean Riordan, David Fulford, Michael 
Patterson and Ian Mullen. The success of 
Messy Church, regularly attracting over 80 
adults and children at 4pm on the second 
Sunday of the month.  Wisdom in decision 
making as regards fixing the church roof 
so that the building can be maintained 
as a centre for the community. Board of 
Education meeting. Pray for Bishop Andrew 
confirming at St Luke’s Maidenhead and 
Cox Green. 
 
THURSDAY 27:  Woodley St John The 
Evangelist (Woodley Group Ministry). 
Eddie Marquez, Ian Mullen and Susan 
Walters.  The new young families that are 
coming to St John’s, and for their children, 
especially for those that are going to be 
baptised and also for the children’s club 
(7-11) meeting on Fridays at 6pm. Pray for 
Bishop Andrew confirming in the Vale of 

White Horse Deanery. Woodley Controlled 
School.

FRIDAY 28: Glebe and Buildings 
Committee. David Mason, David Mitchell, 
Tony Kerry and Helen James.  Please pray 
for this team whose ministry is often 
hidden but without whom many other 
ministries could not function. Give thanks 
for the way that their work undergirds the 
whole mission of the Diocese. 

SATURDAY 29:  St Peter & St Paul. 
Deacons’ Ordinations.  For those starting 
out in ordained ministry as they continue 
to learn God’s call on their lives and enter 
the parochial phase of their training. Pray 
for them as they get used to the different 
perceptions of them that come with a 
clerical collar!

 
 

Services at Christ Church Cathedral 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins  
(coffee in Priory Room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist;  
6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong  
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).

Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Thank you from Archdeacon Norman Russell
THE Ven. Norman Russell, retiring 
Archdeacon of Berkshire, says: “At the 
farewell service which had kindly been 
arranged for me in Reading Minster 
for the evening of Sunday 12 May, 
surrounded by many friends from 
across the Archdeaconry of Berkshire, 
elsewhere in the Diocese and also 
further afield, I was presented with 
a very generous leaving present to 
which many readers of the Door must 
have contributed.  
    “As the donations were anonymous, 
at least to me, it is not easy to find an 
appropriate way to say thank you.  The editor has kindly given me this opportunity to 
express my thanks and they are warmly felt. 
   “It has been a great privilege to have been Archdeacon of Berkshire for the past 15 
years and indeed to have been in this great Diocese since 1977.  It is with very many 
happy memories and much gratitude that I bid my many friends farewell as I move to 
retirement in the Diocese of Guildford.”Archdeacon Norman is pictured above left, at his leaving 
service at Reading Minster, with his wife Vicki and Bishop Andrew. Photo: Tim Russell.

 Comings and Goings
Revd Dr David Wenham has taken up post 
as Associate Priest at Cumnor; Revd Tim 
Stacey has taken up post as Associate Priest 
at the Terriers; Revd Nick Wynne-Jones 
will take up post as Assistant Curate of Theale 
and Englefield; The Very Revd Wendy 
Callan will take up post as Team Vicar of 
The Claydon and Swan Team; The Revd Sue 
Smith will be retiring from her post as Vicar 
at Cippenham; The Revd Beth Honey will 
be leaving her post as Assistant Curate in 

Training at St Peter’s Church, Furze Platt; 
The Revd Charlie Styles will be leaving 
his post as Assistant Curate in Training at 
Stoke Poges. The following have been given 
permission to officiate: The Revd Giles 
Allen; The Revd Huw Mordecai; The Revd 
Steve Williams; The Revd Rose Williams. 
We recall with sadness the deaths of: The 
Revd Angela Butler; The Revd Colin 
Lenton; The Revd Arthur Lloyd-Davies 
and The Revd John Stanton. 



Courses, training, conferences and workshops in June

thedoorpost
SATURDAY 1 JUNE
Milton Keynes:  ‘The God who 
loves to heal’ - A day to look at and 
experience the healing ministry 
in the church, led by Revd John 
Ryeland (Director of Christian 
Healing Mission). To be held at 
Christ the King Church MK7 6HQ. 
Email alan.bird@dsl.pipex.com or 
phone 01908 506357 for details.

Tilehurst:  Coronation supper at 
6.30pm at St George’s Church Hall 
RG30 2RG. Tickets £6. Details at 
www.stgeorge-tilehurst.org 
 
 Beckley: St Mary’s Church - solo 
guitar recital by Raymond Burley at 
7.30pm. Details 01865 351270. 

SUNDAY 2 JUNE
Great Missenden:  St Peter and 
St Paul tree planting celebration to 
commemorate the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee. 10am - 11am. All welcome. 
 
Penn Street: Cream teas at Holy 
Trinity Church every Sunday until 25 
August from 3pm - 5pm.  
 
Sutton Courtenay: Concert by Lyra 
(vocal) Ensemble of St Petersburg 
at All Saints Church at 6pm. £8.50. 
Phone 07788 715874. 

MONDAY 3 JUNE
Reading: ‘Musical Mondays’ - a series 
of organ recitals will take place on 
3, 10, 17, 24 June and 1 July from 
1.10pm  to 1.50pm at St Mark’s 
Church. Free admission. Phone 07722 
826253 or email music.noteworthy@
yahoo.co.uk for details. 
 
THURSDAY 6 JUNE
Oxford: Retired Clergy Association 
meeting at Christ Church Cathedral 
at 10am (coffee 10.15am in the Priory 
Room). ‘Church of England Board of 
Education’ by Dr Priscilla Chadwick. 
Phone 01865 761476. 

SATURDAY 8 JUNE
Olney, Bucks: Open gardens at 
Cowper and Newton Museum MK46 
4AJ from 10.30am - 4.30pm (also 
on Sunday 9 June). Admission £2.50 
(children free). Phone 01234 711516. 
 
THURSDAY 13 JUNE
Oxford: Interfaith Friendship Walk 
begins at 6.30pm from synagogue in 

Jericho. Email charlotte@the6bps.
co.uk for details. 
 
SATURDAY 15 JUNE
The Lee, Bucks: Church fete in aid 
of St John the Baptist Church-on-the 
Green from 2 - 5pm. Free admission. 
Details from 01494 793221. 
 
Maidenhead: Music festival at 
St Luke’s Church begins today 
until 30 June. Booking details 
and more information at www.
stlukeschurchmaidenhead.org.uk 
 
Ivinghoe: St Mary’s Church annual 
village fete on Invinghoe Lawn 
at 2pm (parade leaves Pitstone 
Memorial Hall at 1.30pm). 
 
Wing: Summer Fayre at All Saints 
Church from 11am - 3pm includes 
Teddy Tumble so bring your teddy.  
 
SUNDAY 16 JUNE
Bicester: Concert at St Edburg’s 
Church at 3.45pm. Brahms - 
Symphony No. 2 in D major Op. 73. 
Tickets £10 on the door.
 
THURSDAY 20 JUNE
Tilehurst: St Mary Magdalen Hall 
‘Hiawatha’s Wedding Feast’ with 
romantic and bridal music from Bach, 
G & S Operas, ELO ‘Horace’ and 
‘Lion King’. Reading Concert Singers 
at 7.30pm. Cost £8 (£4 under 16s). 
Phone 0118 9425290. 
 
FRIDAY 21 JUNE
Penn: Concert by a string quartet led 
by Lady Anna Curzon at Holy Trinity 
Church at 7.30pm. Tickets £15. 
Details 01494 813268. 
 
Whitley, Reading:  St Agnes Hall 
‘Hiawatha’s Wedding Feast’ with 
romantic and bridal music from Bach, 
G & S Operas, ELO ‘Horace’ and 
‘Lion King’. Reading Concert Singers 
at 7.30pm. Cost £8 (£4 under 16s). 
Phone 0118 9425290. 
 
Clanfield:  St Stephen’s Church 
Flower Festival 10am - 5pm (also 
tomorrow). Theme ‘Let’s face the 
music and dance’. Details 01993 
841294. 
 
SATURDAY 22 JUNE 
Garsington: Church fete at The 
Rectory OX44 9DH from 2 - 5pm. All 
welcome. £1 (children free).  
 

Glympton: Village fete at playing 
field, Glympton from 2 - 5pm.  
 
SUNDAY 23 JUNE
Windsor:  Come and sing Coronation 
Anthems at Windsor Parish Church 
and attend a special Evensong at St 
George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. 
Details and timings from 01628 
602706 or email jphalsey@btinternet.
com 
 
TUESDAY 25 JUNE
Blewbury:  Mothers’ Union West 
Berks ‘Focus on Family’ in at the 
Village Hall (OX11 9QQ) from 10am 
- 2.30pm. Messy Church (am) and 
Passionate about Parenting (pm). 
Details from 01235 851011.  
 
WEDNESDAY 26 JUNE
Turville:  Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 
 
Finchampstead: Mothers’ Union 
East Berks Summer meeting at St 
James’ Church at 7.30pm. Speaker: 
Bishop Andrew Proud. Details 0118 
979 0538. 
 
FRIDAY 28 JUNE
Monks Risborough: A flower 
festival with music at St Dunstan’s 
Church begins today from 10am - 
7pm. Also 29 June 10am - 5pm; 30 
June 12 noon - 6pm and 1 July 10am 
- 5pm. Entrance £2 (children free). 
Details www.stdunstanschurch.com 
 
West Wycombe: Celebrate the 
250th anniversary of St Lawrence’s 
Church. Events taking place from 
Friday evening until Sunday 30 June 
with Songs of Praise service at 6pm. 
Details from alir08@hotmail.co.uk 
 
SATURDAY 29 JUNE
Aldworth: St Mary’s flower festival 
from 10.30am - 5pm today and 
tomorrow. Details 01635 578936. 
 
Henley-on-Thames: Concert with 
the Camden Choir at St Mary the 
Virgin, Hambledon at 7.30pm. Details 
01491 574652. 
 
SUNDAY 30 JUNE
Ellesborough: Delightful and varied 
gardens around the parish church 
open 2 - 5pm. Details 01296 622306.                                    

THE GOD WHO LOVES TO HEAL:   
A day led by Revd John Ryeland, 
Director of the Christian Healing 
Mission, for those interested in 
offering healing in their local church. 
Saturday 1 June from 10.30am to 
4pm at Christ the King Church, 
Milton Keynes MK7 6HQ. Email 
alan.bird@dsl.pipex.com or phone 
01908 506357 for booking details. 
 
THE VILLAGE AND ITS CHURCH: 
A workshop for people caring for 
village churches. Tuesday 4 June 
at St Peter and St Paul Church, 
Deddington from 10am - 4pm. Cost 
£30.  Email glynevans@gmail.com 
 
EARTHING FAITH RETREAT 
DAY:   A day that will focus on 

connecting with God and nature at 
Wytham Woods, near Oxford on 
6 June. Details from www.oxford.
anglican.org/earthing-faith-retreat-
day/ or email matt.freer@oxford.
anglican.org 
 
‘ENGAGING’:   A day event for 
Christians seeking to understand 
and engage with contemporary 
spirituality and spiritual seekers. 
Saturday 8 June from 10am - 4pm 
at Christ the Cornerstone, Milton 
Keynes. More details at www.
engagingevent.info or phone 07703 
552938. 
 
ESTABLISHING AND 
SUSTAINING FRIENDS 
SCHEMES:   A new programme of 

stewardship training workshops -  
18 June at St Mary’s Church, Princes 
Risborough; 20 June at Church 
Hall at St James’, Finchampstead; 
25 June St John’s Church, Burford. 
All from 7.30pm - 9.30pm. Email 
mission@oxford.anglican.org for 
details and to book your place.  
 
PREACHING WITH PAUL:  Part 
of the Continuing Ministerial 
Development Programme - Revd 
Darrel Hannah introduces new 
angles on Paul’s letters for all who 
preach and teach. From 10am - 
4pm at Diocesan Church House 
on 25 June. Booking details from 
carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 7 June 2013.

Courses and Special Events


